
PL 0
NAVIGATING GLOBAL DEMOGRAPHIC TRANSITIONS IN A TIME OF

GEOPOLITICAL UPHEAVAL



| BACKGROUND

Plenary 0 will act as an “information bridge” between the Special Session – “Future of Global Governance of Health in a
Fragmented World” and the main PMAC 2026 Conference –“Navigating Global Demographic Transition” by introducing to the
main Conference participants the key observations, conclusions and any call for actions that come out of the Special
Session.

| OBJECTIVES

To “prime” the Conference participants on the geopolitical dynamics so that they might explore during the Plenary and
Parallel Sessions how these dynamics may impact on navigating the global demographic transitions and identify areas for
action
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Magda Robalo
President and co-founder
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Dr Magda Robalo is the President and co-founder of The Institute for Global Health and Development (IGHD). She is a public
health physician and infectious disease expert, whose career spans over 30 years in the global health ecosystem. She held
senior leadership positions at the domestic and international levels in various professional settings, working with
Government, multilateral, and civil society organizations. She has a track record in promoting gender equality and equitable
access to quality health care, social justice, ethics, and accountability. She has solid knowledge and robust experience on a
broad range of public health issues, and actively works on gender equality, ethics, and governance. She spearheaded
successful initiatives as former Minister of Health, High Commissioner for the COVID-19 response in Guinea-Bissau, WHO
Representative and WHO Director of Communicable Diseases and the Global Managing Director of Women in Global Health.
She serves on several Boards and Councils. Dr Magda Robalo is a medical doctor (Universidade do Porto, Portugal) with a
Postgraduate Certificate in Public Health and Tropical Medicine (Universidade Nova, Portugal) and a Master of Sciences
degree in Epidemiology (Université Laval, Canada).


